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450 SQ. FT A group exhibition by the ST/ART Street Art Collective 
 
Background 
 
Hong Kong has one of the most space restricted and expensive real estate markets in the 
world. The average size of the Hong Kong flat is just 450 square feet – and this often needs 
to house an entire family. The Hong Kong government defines any apartment over 1,000 sq. 
ft as “luxury”, yet to most people in the west this would seem like a minimum requirement. 
The accompanying prices are as extreme as the spaces themselves, with an average selling 
price estimated to reach almost HK$5,000 dollars price per square foot by the end of 2006.  
 
The ST/ART exhibition 450 SQ.FT. aims to draw attention to the growing space vs. price 
issue in HK while at the same time positively demonstrating that every single square foot of 
space can have a meaning and value far above and beyond it being a mere commodity that is 
exchanged between the greedy and unimaginative. The exhibition will present a personal 
view of living in Hong Kong through the eyes of those residents who see and perceive every 
inch of the city space form a different perspective – the street artists. 
 
Exhibition format 
 
The exhibition will comprise 450 separate canvases painted either individually or 
collaboratively by a team of more than ten ST/ART street artists. Each canvas will measure 
exactly 12” x 12” – a square foot. A book accompanying the exhibition will also be published 
in advance of the opening showing each of the canvases at actual size. 
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